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Two Electronic Recycling Events Scheduled for Cass County
Bring any small electronics for recycling or refurbishing to Plattsmouth on Saturday, October 6
from 9:00 a.m. to noon (east on Main Street over the railroad tracks). Materials accepted at no
Contact Info:
charge include computers: flat screen (non-CRT) monitors, desktops, laptops, tablets; printers,
Linda
@KeepCassCountyBeautiful.com
keyboards and mice; network equipment, servers, modems, cell phones, small appliances: toast402-234-6775
ers, mixers, bread machines; vacuum cleaners, power tools, sound and video equipment, DVD
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players, microwaves, toner cartridges and more.
The mission of Keep Cass
County Beautiful is to educate, enable and encourage
all Cass County residents to
take greater responsibility for
enhancing their community
environment.
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Close the loop…Buy recycled!

“Thank You” 2018
Business Partners
American Exchange Bank,
Ash Grove Cement Company,
Bloom Where You’re Planted,
Cass County,
Cass County Fair Board,
CCNEDC,
City of Louisville,
City of Weeping Water,
Elmwood-Murdock Merchants’
Association (EMMA),
Janet McCartney,
Jensen Gardens,
John’s Appliance,
Leibman Financial Services,
Midwest Farmer’s Coop,
Midwest Insurance Exchange,
Papillion Sanitation,
Plantman Nursery,
Platte River Rentals,
Plattsmouth Animal Hospital,
Plattsmouth Chamber,
Plattsmouth Hy-Vee,
Plattsmouth Main St. Assoc.,
Potash/Nutrien Corporation,
Soil Dynamics Compost Farm,
Union JunKtion,
Village of Cedar Creek,
Village of Eagle,
Village of Elmwood,
Village of Manley,
Village of Murray,
Village of Union

The following items will have an environmental fee: alkaline batteries: $1.50 per pound; all styles
of televisions and monitors: CRT & Flat screen items: $20 up to 20 inch; $30 up to 30 inch; $40 up
to 40 inch, $50 up to 50 inch, and so on. KCCB will pay half of the environmental fee of one item
per household up to a total of $1,000 for this collection. All other items will be taken at no cost.
Another collection will be held in Louisville on Saturday, November 3 from 9 a.m. to noon (1st &
Cherry St. north of the football field). Electronics plus large appliances will be collected at this
event. Fees apply as above with the addition of microwaves at $20. These collections are made
possible by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, Cass County, City of Plattsmouth,
City of Louisville, Cross Electronic Recycling and KCCB. The collections are open to Cass County
residents only; no commercial quantities. For more information contact KCCB at 402-234-6775.

Green Business Member Spotlight from KCCB USDA Grant
Main Street Jewelers at 417 Main Street manifests its
small town charm whenever you’re greeted by customer
service. Business fulfillment is gained from providing an extensive
selection of fine jewelry and giftware, plus tux rentals, as well as a
gun shop (Mr. K Guns) and a large trophy and awards area.
Green Achievements: Main Street Jewelers (MSJ) faced a devastating blow to their business when a major fire next door caused
the building to receive extensive fire and water damage. In light of
their perfect location, they decided that reusing the building made
good business sense, efficient use of resources and strengthens
downtown brand. Reusing the space is also an environmentally conscious decision. Although it isn't a new building, it is one of the
most energy efficient buildings on Main Street, allowing MSJ to set the bar for what others should
consume in terms of energy and water use.
MSJ re-lamped their basement with all LED lighting to reduce energy costs. Adding to reduction
efforts, a fireplace is used in the winter to offset
heating costs. The business follows the waste management hierarchy, finding ways to reuse materials
prior to recycling. Adding to the list of “gold standard” green achievements this business displays, Russ
Kathol, owner of Main Street Jewelers, pictured
above, recycles watch and hearing aid batteries to
keep harmful chemicals out of the landfill. Jewelry
offers advantages as a green business--little packaging and reusable by many owners over time. Main
Street Jewelers is interested in collaborating with
surrounding businesses to share trash containers.

(Rick Yoder, NBDC trainer; Lyn Belitz, SCC Coordinator; & Linda Behrns, KCCB Director shown above.)

Southeast Community College Learning Center, Plattsmouth (SCC) offers a quality education to
its students and communities. Classes include credit classes, business and work force development, leisure and personal enrichment classes, and college services. The college also has a rental
space for meetings and social events. The SCC Learning Center at Plattsmouth has implemented
many progressive green business practices into their historically renovated building.
Green Achievements: SCC Learning Center at Plattsmouth pursues green business practices
through reducing the amount of paper students use by enforcing print-outs to be double-sided
and is equipped with a paper shredder to aid confidential paper recycling. The building received
all new LED lighting to reduce energy consumption. LED lights use on average 75% less energy
than incandescent lights. With the substantial reduction in energy consumption due to LED lights,
savings are realized. SCC's landlord added a high efficiency furnace and air conditioning unit to
greatly reduce energy bills and their environmental footprint. SCC Learning Center is interested in
finding out more about recycling options and potential energy savings available to them.

KCCB Receives KAB/Lowe’s Community Partners Grant
Keep America Beautiful recently awarded Keep Cass County Beautiful a $5,000 grant
as part of the 2018 Keep America Beautiful/Lowe’s Community Partners Grant Program. The grant will be used to help Union United Inc. improve the Union village park
and baseball field areas with the addition of gazebo seating, sustainable landscaping,
walking paths, and improved trash and recycling containers.

Debbie Vidlak (left) Union United Inc. President
accepts a check from Director Linda Behrns.

“The volunteers of Union United have spent nearly two decades revitalizing the community by removing diseased and dying trees, planting over 40 new trees, improving
the baseball field and Unity Park,” said KCCB Executive Director Linda Behrns. “The
grant will enable the organization to beautify their public spaces plus promote a more
sustainable environment by encouraging waste reduction, litter prevention and recycling at the Union baseball field and pavilion.”

In addition to Keep Cass County Beautiful’s grant initiative, Lowe’s is supporting more than 40 other Keep America Beautiful grantfunded community service projects in 2018 as well as Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup. Since the partnership
began in 2011, Lowe’s has contributed nearly $8 million, with more than 2,100 Lowe’s Heroes volunteers helping Keep America
Beautiful improve local communities. Keep Cass County Beautiful has been the recipient of four KAB/Lowe’s Grants in the past six
years providing $40,000 to fund local community improvement projects.
“At Lowe’s, we want to help people love where they live in the communities where our employees and customers live and work,”
said Julie Yenichek, Lowe’s director of community relations. “Our commitment to community investment doesn’t stop at charitable giving. We’re proud of our Lowe’s Heroes volunteer involvement and the difference they have made nationwide. Loving where
you live extends beyond walls and fences, and we applaud Keep America Beautiful’s vision.”
Keep America Beautiful inspires and educates people to take action every day to improve and beautify their community environment. Celebrating its 65th Anniversary in 2018, Keep America Beautiful strives to End Littering, Improve Recycling and Beautify
America’s Communities.
The Recycling Ban and What it Means For Us
As most of you know, China imposed a ban on imported
materials for recycling. Following years of increased
contamination, China decided the cost was too great.
The ban has sent suppliers struggling to find markets,
resulting in lower prices for the Materials Recovery Facilities (MRF’s).
So what can we do? Peter Stadig, Program Manager of the Materials
Exchange Program at Keep Nebraska Beautiful, offers some suggestions. Simplify, standardize and educate.
Simplify the number of acceptable materials that can be recycled and
understand that not all materials are recyclable. Check our website for
a list or consult http://firststarrecycling.com/recycle-guide/
Standardize practices throughout the industry including more accurate bin labeling and simpler plastic identification systems.
Educate the public about what’s acceptable and what isn’t. Don’t contaminate recyclables with trash, tanglers (cords, string, etc.), wet materials, plastic grocery bags or broken glass. If in doubt, throw it out!
Find more information at www.knb.org/pdf/LINK%20Summer%
20Link%202018.pdf and the list of materials for exchange.

The Buccaneer Bay Fall Litter Cleanup was a huge success!
Thanks to the help of 86 volunteers, recruited by the neighborhood watch teams, the entire subdivision was made
clean and beautiful. Nicely done!

CASS COUNTY FAIR
Thanks to the Louisville Cub Scouts
Troop 353 (left) and all the 4-H youth
(rt.) and parents who helped pick up
litter and recycle after the Cass County Fair. We recycled over 1200
pounds of materials including 278
pounds of aluminum for the cub
scouts plus picked up over 600
pounds of litter.

Future Events
Plattsmouth Cruizin Main —Oct. 5. Use KCCB recycling bins for plastics & aluminum cans. (Please empty contents first)
KCCB Electronic Recycling Events - Oct. 6 in Plattsmouth: 9:00 a.m.—noon & Nov. 3 in Louisville: 9:00 a.m.—noon
International Coastal Cleanup — Oct. 12 (litter cleanup of 6 miles of Platte River) must contact KCCB director to attend
KCCB Educational Booth at Boy Scout Jubillee—Oct. 13: Mahoney State Park 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Cedar Creek Fall Litter Cleanup — Oct. 20 Volunteers needed: Meet at Cedar Creek Fire Hall at 8 a.m.
Forest Festival & Nature Palooza Activities for Kids—Oct. 27 Horning State Farm, Plattsmouth; KCCB Compost program for kids
Support KCCB While Shopping Any Time of the Year at Smile.amazon.com
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support KCCB every time you shop, at no cost to you. On your first visit, log in using
smile.amazon.com and then select Keep Cass County Beautiful to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Then
every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation of 0.5% to KCCB. Thanks for your support!

