
The mission of Keep  Cass  
County Beautiful is to educate, 
enable and encourage all Cass 
County residents to take great-
er responsibility for enhancing 
their community environment.  

KCCB Board of Directors 
President: Debbie Vidlak  
Vice President: Dana Stahl 
Secretary: Richard Yoder  
Treasurer: Lois Froistad 
Members: John Baroni, Rachel 
Brandenburg, Roger Behrns, 
Karin Forrest, Terry Lorensen   
Exec. Director: Linda Behrns   
Assist. Director: Dana Stahl 

Presentations: Contact us for 
free environmental programs 
for youth groups, schools or 
community organizations.  

Financing is provided by the Litter 
Reduction and Recycling Grant 
Program, Nebraska Department of 
Environment & Energy, Cass Coun-
ty, local business partners  and 
members. KCCB is a 501(c)(3)  non-
profit organization. 

Close the loop…Buy recycled! 

American Exchange Bank, 
  Ash Grove Cement Company,   

Beaver Lake Association, 
 Bloom Where You’re Planted,  

Cass County, 
Citizen’s State Bank, 

Cass County Ag Society,  
City of Louisville,   

City of Weeping Water,  
Cottage Refunk, 

Dana Stahl Realty, 
  Elmwood-Murdock Merchants  

Association (EMMA), 
Fred Eriksen, 

Frontier Cooperative, 
Dan & Dee Henry, 

Herban Coffee Lab, 
Janet McCartney,   
John’s Appliance, 

Kirk & Lois Froistad, 
 Midwest Insurance Exchange, 

OPPD, 
Papillion Sanitation,  

Pinnacle Bank, Louisville, 
Plattsmouth Animal Hospital,  

Plattsmouth Chamber, 
 Plattsmouth Hy-Vee,   

Plattsmouth State Bank, 
Nutrien Corporation, 

SCC Learning Center, Platts., 
  Soil Dynamics Compost Farm,  

Stock Seed Farms, Inc., 
T.E.A.M. CHI Health Midlands 

Union United, Inc., 
Village of Avoca, 

 Village of Cedar Creek, 
Village of Eagle, 

Village of Elmwood, 
Village of Manley, 
Village of Murray, 
Village of Union,  

Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness 
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Contact Info:  
Linda 

@KeepCassCountyBeautiful.com 
402-949-0874 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

“Thank You”  

2020 KCCB Partners  

KCCB Environmental Partners Membership Drive—Join Today  
There is no question that 2020 is a year for the record books. We’ve faced unparalleled challeng-
es, but despite them, we’ve seen notable accomplishments, too. At Keep Cass County Beautiful, 
we work across the county every day to educate, enable and encourage our residents to protect 
the environment and beautify their communities. We want to share a few of the beautiful things 
that supporters like you have helped us accomplish this year: 

 Develop 25 environmental videos & share through our Facebook & website 

      Recycle 26,193 pounds of electronics and metals at three KCCB collection events  

 Sponsor 5 litter cleanups collecting approximately 1,155 lbs. of litter  

 Provide recycling containers in schools and at local community events 

 Distribute environmental education through KCCB newsletters & other media outlets  

 Launch a July 4th anti-littering campaign at Cass County fireworks stands 

 Support the county recycling program collection of nearly 45 tons of recyclables 

 Offer virtual recycling education to local elementary schools  

 Plant over 500 flowers and maintain flower gardens in local parks  

KCCB receives funding from the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE), as well 
as memberships and donations. You can make a difference with a KCCB membership donation 
and help support our vision where everyone enjoys a clean, green and beautiful place to live.       
A membership entitles you to receive one item FREE for any electronics with an environmental 
fee at any of our 2021 electronic recycling events — a substantial savings to you. 

Giving is easy through Pay Pal, debit or credit card or traditional check mailed to 513 Vine St., 
Louisville, NE 68037. Find our membership form at http://www.keepcasscountybeautiful.com/.                                          

                  Thanks for your support and have a safe and HAPPY HOLIDAY season! 
*******************************************************************************   

Cass County Recycling Program Update 

Several Cass County communities have made a 
financial and environmental commitment to 
continue offering recycling for their residents. 
The new plan uses a roll-off container (like the 
one shown) from a third party contracted hauler 
instead of the Alley Cat trailers that have been 
used for the past ten years.  

Moving to larger containers will create fewer 
trips to the recycling center and the need of vol-
unteers or city employees to transport  trailers. 
The county will  pay half of  hauling and tipping 
fees and each community will pay the other half.  

Avoca, Louisville, Plattsmouth, South Bend and Union will be or are using the roll-off containers. 
Cedar Creek will continue to use the Alley Cat trailer for recycling. The Village of Union has re-
ceived their container and is now accepting recyclables. Placing the wrong or wet materials in the 
bin can contaminate the entire load making everything worthless and result in a large fine for the 
community. Some communities have experienced illegal dumping at recycling sites. Please be 
respectful of guidelines for using the containers or the service will likely be discontinued!  
          If you are currently using the recycling trailers and value the ability to recycle, perhaps con-
sider a donation to the local city/village to help defray some of the cost.  Recycling is NOT free.  
******************************************************************************* 

How to be the Best Recycler         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please flatten all cardboard boxes to save space in the container. More recycling infor-
mation can be found on the KCCB website or the First Star Recycling Guide.   

http://www.keepcasscountybeautiful.com/
https://www.keepcasscountybeautiful.com/
https://firststarrecycling.com/recycling-guide/


Union United Completes  Project 
Drive to the Village of Union and you’ll find a 
unique destination at the historic Missouri 
Pacific caboose #12124. The non-profit or-
ganization, Union United Inc., has completed 
another project to welcome visitors to town.  

Keep Cass County Beautiful (KCCB) ob-
tained a $1,000 grant last fall for Union Unit-

ed Inc. to help the organization share its interesting railroad history through a new welcome center. The grant given by 
KCCB was part of the 2019 Keep America Beautiful (KAB)/Lowe’s Community Partners Grant Program. 

A new observation deck was built adjacent to the caboose and overlooking the nearby railroad tracks. Train enthusiasts 
and visitors will be able to enjoy the newly renovated caboose from the deck, which also includes seating, and educa-
tional information about Union’s railroad history. The surrounding area includes solar lighting adjacent to the caboose, 
benches and new landscaping nearby. 

According to Debbie Vidlak, Union United President, “Beautification of the empty lot in this high-traffic area, serves one 
of Union United’s overarching goals, to improve and revitalize the Village of Union. The project provides a welcoming 
area for visitors to learn about Union’s rich railroad history and has promoted volunteer opportunities for local residents.” 

Part of the job was completed by a hired contractor with funds raised by Union United Inc., and the rest was done by six 
volunteers who donated 39 hours to the project. “We are grateful to KAB, Lowe’s and local volunteers who shared their 
vision, time and resources to improve and promote the community of Union,” said Linda Behrns, KCCB director.  

The KAB/Lowe’s Grant Program engages local volunteers to take action on projects that focus on critical, local needs 
that will build and maintain clean, green and beautiful spaces in their communities, promoting community engagement 
and behavior change.  In addition to Keep Cass County Beautiful’s grant initiative, Lowe’s supported 20 other Keep 
America Beautiful grant-funded community service projects in 2019 totaling over $100,000 in Lowe’s gift cards. Keep 
Cass County Beautiful was the only Nebraska affiliate to receive an award. KCCB has been the recipient of six KAB/
Lowe’s Grants in the past seven years providing $41,000 to fund local community improvement projects. 

Keep America Beautiful inspires and educates people to take action every day to improve and beautify their community 
environment. Celebrating its 67th Anniversary in 2020, Keep America Beautiful strives to End Littering, Improve Recy-
cling and Beautify America’s Communities with the help of thousands of volunteers.  

Interested in serving on the KCCB Board?  

Due to term limits, several current board members will be leaving next 
year. The  board currently meets by Zoom meetings the first Wednesday of 
every month at 6:00 p.m. Board members guide the decisions of the organ-
ization and help with some events. We need representation from the west-
ern part of the county, so if you or someone you know is interested, con-
tact Linda Behrns, Executive Director, at 402-949-0874.  

     New Faces & Changes  

Meet Rachel Brandenburg who joined 
the board in November. Rachel lives in 
Beaver Lake and works as the Cass Coor-
dinator for Tobacco Education & Advoca-
cy of the Midlands (T.E.A.M.) Coalition 
and the Vaccine Administrator for the 
Sarpy/Cass Immunization Clinic. She has 
a Masters degree in Public Health and is 
passionate about preventative program-
ming. Her most cherished role is as a 
military spouse and mom of three.  She’s 
excited to focus on environmental health 
efforts with KCCB. “Strong efforts on the 
local level are vital to substantial long 
term improvement. Reducing our waste 
and being responsible recyclers are sim-
ple ways that we can all protect Mother 
Earth. I look forward to helping KCCB in 
their efforts and encourage Cass resi-
dents to get involved,” Rachel said. 

Karin Forrest joined the board in 
December and has lived with her 
family in Plattsmouth for almost 20 
years. She grew up in Germany 
where she worked as a nurse prior 
to spending 8 years in the UK. The 
family moved to Plattsmouth when 
her husband’s new assignment sent 
them to Offutt Air Force Base. Upon 
his retirement from the USAF, they 
decided to stay in Plattsmouth. 
Karin is a conservationist and a gar-
dener with  vast interests in native 
plants that benefit our wildlife. She 
shares those  talents as a member 
of the Plattsmouth Garden Club. 
Other hobbies include growing her 
own fruits and vegetables and in-
volvement with Happy Paws.   

If you’re one of our Facebook followers, 
you’ve  already met Dana Stahl who has been 
making short videos to help educate our au-
diences. The KCCB board of directors promot-
ed Dana from educator to part-time Assistant 
Director at the October meeting. As a substi-
tute teacher, Dana has been making personal 
contacts for KCCB in the Plattsmouth and 
Conestoga Schools. With COVID restrictions,  
the KCCB director has not been allowed in 
any of the schools. We look forward to using 
Dana’s passion about conservation to help us 
reach and teach more youth and adults.  

Dana and her husband, Michael, live in the 
rural Murray area where she volunteers and 
fosters dogs for Town and Country Humane 
Society. She’s also a Real Estate Agent in the 
Beaver Lake/Cass County area.  


