
Our mission: to inspire and 
educate individuals to take 
daily actions to improve and 
beautify their community envi-
ronment.  

KCCB Board of Directors 
President: Debbie Vidlak  
Vice President: Terry Lorensen 
Secretary: Rachel Brandenburg 
Treasurer: Lois Froistad 
Members: John Baroni,  Roger 
Behrns, Karin Forrest, Rick 
Yoder 
Exec. Director: Linda Behrns   
Assist. Director: Dana Stahl 
Presentations: Contact us for 
free environmental programs 
for youth groups, schools or 
community organizations.  

Financing is provided by the Litter 
Reduction and Recycling Grant 
Program, Nebraska Department of 
Environment & Energy, Cass Coun-
ty, local business partners  and 
members. KCCB is a 501(c)(3)  non-
profit organization. 

Close the loop…Buy recycled! 

American Exchange Bank, 
  Ash Grove Cement Company,   

Beaver Lake Association, 
 Bloom Where You’re Planted,  

Cass County, 
Cass County Ag Society,  

Citizen’s State Bank, 
City of Louisville,   

City of Weeping Water,  
Cottage Refunk, 

Cornerstone Bank, 
Dana Stahl Realty, 

  Elmwood-Murdock Merchants  
Association (EMMA), 

Fred Eriksen, 
Frontier Cooperative, 

Dan & Dee Henry, 
John’s Appliance, 

Leibman Financial Services, 
Louisville B.U.I.L.D., 
Janet McCartney,   

 Midwest Insurance Exchange, 
Nutrien Corporation, 

OPPD, 
Papillion Sanitation,  

Pinnacle Bank, Louisville, 
Plattsmouth Animal Hospital,  

Plattsmouth Chamber, 
 Plattsmouth Hy-Vee,   
Marty & Joan Rowell,  

SCC Learning Center at 
Plattsmouth, 

  Soil Dynamics Compost Farm,  
Stock Seed Farms, Inc., 

T.E.A.M. CHI Health Midlands, 
Union United, Inc., 

 Village of Cedar Creek, 
Village of Eagle, 

Village of Elmwood, 
Village of Manley, 
Village of Murray, 
Village of Union,  

Weeping Water Chamber 
Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness 
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Contact Info:  
Linda 

@KeepCassCountyBeautiful.com 
402-949-0874 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

“Thank You”  

2021 KCCB Partners  

KEEP NEBRASKA BEAUTIFUL DAY 

June 26 has been declared by Governor Pete Rick-
etts as Keep Nebraska Beautiful Day. The day will 
focus the state’s attention on the importance of 
keeping Nebraska communities clean, green and 
beautiful. Nebraskans are encouraged to volunteer 
in their communities on June 26 to pick up litter, 
plant or display flowers, beautify neighborhoods 
and work to end littering in our state.   

Keep Nebraska Beautiful affiliates across the state 
will be observing the day with a variety of events. 
Locally, we’ll be celebrating the day with activities and education at the Elmwood Farmer’s Mar-
ket in the Bess Streeter Aldrich Park in Elmwood from 8:00 a.m.—12:00 on June 26. Bring the 
family and make a youth craft. Take a nature discovery walk in the park and earn prizes, learn 
how to compost and more.  

Hanging flower baskets will be available for sale just in time to beautify homes for the 4th of July. 
Other vendors will be selling a variety of homemade products, goodies and produce. Support 
small businesses, shop local and reduce your carbon footprint. Hope to see you there! 

 

Conestoga Elementary School 
starts Paper Recycling Program 

Early this spring, Mrs. Zahn a 5th grade teacher 
at Conestoga Elementary and several of her 
students volunteered to start  a paper recycling 
program at their school. Dana Stahl, assistant 
director for KCCB, and also a substitute teacher 
at Conestoga asked if the school might be in-
terested in recycling. When Eric Dennis, Ele-
mentary Principal, gave the go ahead, a Green 
Team was formed. Students started saving 
boxes and decorating them with recycle sym-
bols to distribute to classrooms. Students  and 
teachers recycled several hundred pounds of 
paper during the last few months of school. 
The year ended with a pizza party, litter lesson 
and lastly loading up the remaining paper to be 
recycled. Students were happy to make a 
difference at their school and are hoping to 

recycle even more next year. We commend Conestoga Elementary for not only using reusable 
silverware and trays at their school as well as starting a recycling program that saves resources 
and avoids waste in landfills. Great job! 

 
KCCB Electronic & Appliance  

Recycling Events     

We had another successful collection in Eagle 
with nearly 40 participants on June 12. As you 
can see by the picture, we even had someone 
deliver a water heater the eco friendly way in a 
wheelbarrow!   

Save the dates for our fall events. 

September 25  - Plattsmouth VFW parking lot 
from 9:00 - noon (no large appliances)  

October 16  -  Louisville (1st & Cherry Street)  
from 9:00 - noon  (large appliances included) 

Anything with a battery or cord will be accepted. 

Limit of 2 large appliances per household at the 
Louisville event. Fees apply to alkaline batteries, all styles of televisions (including flat screens) 
and CRT (Cathode Ray Tube) items.  

 

Come to the Cass County Fair: August 11 - 14  

KCCB will have a booth in the Expo building and we’ll be recy-
cling plastic bottles, aluminum cans and cardboard on the fair-
grounds again. Bring any old cell phones and rechargeable 
batteries to our booth for recycling and get a free reusable litter 
bag for your vehicle. Kids can stop by for a litter scavenger hunt 
and check out our composting worms. We’ll have free environ-
mental information and recycled newspaper pencils. Stop by 
and see us to ask your environmental questions.  



Meet Teresa Anderson 
by Dana Stahl, Assistant Director   

If you pay a visit to the Historic Downtown Plattsmouth 
Farmer’s Market on a Friday evening this season, you just might 
run into Teresa Anderson- our “sustainability spotlight” star for 
this edition. I first met Mrs. Anderson when I was seeking an 
outlet for my old worn-out jeans. Librarian Kirsten Wood gave 

me the name of someone who could repurpose my old jeans into beautiful, functional hot pads. 
Anderson uses the material to make beautiful, functional hot pads. My interest was piqued, and we 
scheduled a meeting. I discovered Mrs. Anderson has been a local to Plattsmouth since 1990 where 
she and her husband raised four boys. After 14 years as the baker for Plattsmouth High School, Mrs. 
Anderson moved on this last year to her creative “dream job” of working with flowers at Brown 
Floral.  

“When the boys were young, we traveled all over Nebraska, Iowa and Wisconsin to craft shows. 
Our whole family would load up in the van, pull a trailer behind us and make it truly a family affair! We made some great memo-
ries as a family doing this,” Mrs. Anderson remarked. During the interview, I could feel the excitement she has for being creative 
both as a career and hobby. She credits her mother for teaching her how to sew.  

Last year, her youngest son graduated, and as per tradition, the open house was held at the An-
derson’s grandparents’ farm in Plattsmouth. The vintage truck theme open house was one of a 
kind with hand sewed table runners, buntings, napkins and more made from reused denim and 
plaid shirts. The kraft boxed lunches and wooden silverware made it even more ecofriendly. 

I was awed during the interview to discover that her textile repurposing 
involves much more than just making denim hot pads. When Mrs. Ander-
son looks at repurposing a piece of clothing, a pair of jeans could become a 
hot pad, a quilt, or a purse. A wool sweater could become mittens, slippers, 
or little bunnies. A wool suit could be repurposed as zipper bags with 
sweater appliques or a jointed teddy bear. A T-shirt could be transformed 
into  a rug or a new skirt. When I asked why she loves making new creations 
out of reused materials so much, Mrs. Anderson replied, “I don’t like to 
make trash. I like to make something functional that is at the same time 
creatively beautiful.” 

We commend Mrs. Anderson for her efforts to practice the three R’s: reduce, reuse, recycle. We hope you will take time to visit 
her booth this summer and see her unique products! Please contact us if you know of someone in your community who practices 
conservation measures and reduces waste. We want to continue this new sustainability spotlight feature. 

                          Support KCCB While Shopping Any Time of the Year at Smile.amazon.com     

Select Keep Cass County Beautiful to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation of 0.5% to KCCB.  Thanks for your support! 

“Trash to Treasures” Workshops 

These 4-H youth recently partici-
pated in two sessions of KCCB 
workshops repurposing some 
household items that might be 
considered trash to most. They 
made piggy banks from plastic 
water bottles, decorative plant-
ers from empty candle jars and 
tin cans and created wind 
chimes from old CD’s. We also had time to play a few games 

to learn more about how to care for our world. What a wonderful group of kids! Be looking for their projects at 
the county fair this year! We hope they earn some ribbons. A big thanks to the Cass County Extension Office and 
Karin Forrest for partnering with us for this event! 

 

                                    Start with a BOOM; End with a BROOM     

The Murdock 4th of July Celebration and the Murray Freedom Festival are just around the corner. Support local community 

events and while you’re there, help keep the areas litter free. Be careful with firework displays. Fireworks contain a variety of toxic 

pollutants, including heavy metals, sulfur-coal compounds, and other poisonous materials. Debris from fireworks can litter streets, 

harm wildlife, cause fires and eventually end up in storm drains and waterways.                                                                                        

BE SAFE AND FOLLOW THESE EASY STEPS TO DISPOSE OF FIREWORKS: 

 Have the right cleanup equipment ready: bucket of water, broom, dust pan, plastic bag 
 Allow spent fireworks to sit for at least 20 minutes to ensure fireworks are completely extinguished before approaching. Place 

fireworks in a bucket of water for at least 15 minutes. 

 Place saturated fireworks in plastic bag and place in trash receptacle. Use broom and dust pan to collect any remaining fireworks 
dust and small debris. Place material in bag in the trash.  

 The water used to soak fireworks should be disposed of indoors down a toilet.  Do not pour the water into a yard or down storm 
drains. Also, do not spray down your driveway/display area with a hose.  

 

Sustainability 

Spotlight 

Feature 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B7eSfyRhdy4n7pph0_SaySFAVjoZ4IohfoQ3DZPQAAUPIB1GaPDjF6-iM94EiGnkoYWtJ7CTrWN4JfrU-3NN6UQ52dVT_oQFk1gObg1yy8SzSiq12z8HWzrVrZR4E6aW-5wSlaTeTqjSI3li2-d5lMGZlLiX3XrwaXr91QWpICg=&c=puBPcMDmhNQn2A1frW3NcPrxRB1gnY2hA-PW_vLW4I7ojjDpFwMuj

